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These are the cadets who earned Flour
Bluff's 10th consecutive Navy National Cham-
pionship: Adrian Altamirano, Sade Auzenne,
Arielle Carchidi, Sara Carmony, Leslie Cox,
Dirk de Haan, Valerie Dimalanta, Miranda
Edson, Julisa Ellerbe, Tomas Falkenberg,
Deon Farmer, Devin Galindo, Melinda
Garibay, Pancho Gonzales, Tyler Grant, David
Guillen, Caz Haas, Jonathan Hada, Gustavo
Hernandez, Josef Horn, Matthew Horn, Wil-
liam Joyce, Cassandra Leal, Gilbert Lozano,

Ellysa Luehrs, Conor Morrison, Steven
Murawski, Ruby Neisser, Amielyn Nillo,
Danielle Pletcher, Rudy Ponce, Roxanne

Reeder, Daniel Samuelson, Rafaelle Sheehan,
Jaclyn Stewart, Tanis Thompson, Tempestt
Thompson, Tyler Warren, Eric Webb, and
Jeremiah Widder.

The coaches who led them to victory are
CDR Armando R. Solis and assistants HMCS
Lee Holloway and SKI David Pitts.

| ask the House of Representatives to join
me today in recognizing these young cham-
pions who know first hand how to compete
and win graciously. Mr. Speaker, these young
students have inspired us to continually strive
for success.

————

IN HONOR OF THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN MONTEREY BAY AND
MINAMIBOSO OF THE BOSO PE-
NINSULA OF JAPAN

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, Ms. ESHOO and |
rise today to honor the 109th Anniversary of
the Abalone Connection, a treasured connec-
tion between two Pacific regions, the Monterey
Bay and Minamiboso of the Boso Peninsula of
Japan. Both regions are centrally located on
the Pacific Coasts of their respective regions
and share not only the beautiful scenery of the
Pacific Rim, but also the abalone fishing cul-
ture and the business that developed because
of the abundant marine life found in the sea
along their coastlines.

In 1897, Gennosuke and Nakajiro Kodani of
Minamiboso, and Alexander M. Allan of Mon-
terey partnered to create the first successful
deep-water abalone diving business in the
East Pacific. Mr. Allan firmly defended his Jap-
anese partners and employees through the
tense period of anti-Japanese sentiment in
California during the early part of the 20th
century.

Their partnership brought a steady stream
of highly skilled Minamiboso abalone divers
back and forth across the Pacific, bringing
Japanese technology and culture to the Mon-
terey Bay Region and taking back American
culture to Japan.

Furthering the connection between Mon-
terey Bay and Japan, in the 1990s, historians
on both sides of the Pacific began recon-
necting the ties between the Monterey Bay
Region and Minamiboso that were interrupted
by World War II.

In recognition of these connections, on Sep-
tember 3, 2005, the citizens of the Boso Pe-
ninsula held a Symposium, titled “A Bridge
Across the Pacific: The Spirit Connecting the
Southern Boso Peninsula and Monterey Bay,
California,” which was dedicated to “giving a
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peaceful world to our children”. It exemplified
the ongoing historic relationship of cooperation
begun by the Gennosuke and Nakajiro Kodani
and Alexander M. Allan.

Inspired by the Boso Peninsula Symposium,
a group of Monterey Bay Region residents de-
cided to hold a similar celebration in Monterey,
California to celebrate the 109th anniversary
of the connections between the Boso Penin-
sula and the Monterey Bay Region, as well as
the contributions made by the citizens of each
region to the history of the other.

Mr. Speaker, we're proud to honor the Aba-
lone Connection as it celebrates its 109th an-
niversary. After more than a century, the Aba-
lone Connection remains a source of pride for
the Monterey Bay Region.

TRIBUTE TO STEVE LUKENS
HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Steve Lukens, Assistant Principal at
R.O. Hawkins Junior High School in Jackson,
Missouri. Recently, Mr. Lukens announced his
retirement after 31 years of distinguished serv-
ice in Missouri’s Public Schools.

Mr. Lukens was born on June 23, 1947, to
Harry and Ella Lukens in St. Louis, Missouri.
Upon graduation from high school he joined
the U.S. Navy and served as an air traffic con-
troller from 1967 until 1972. After his honor-
able discharge, Mr. Lukens pursued a degree
in education from Southeast Missouri State
University, which is also where he met his fu-
ture wife, Ellen. Upon graduation from the
Southeast Missouri State, he commenced
what would be a long and laudable career in
education.

Mr. Lukens has dedicated his life to public
education over the past 31 years. He em-
barked on his teaching career in the Cape
Girardeau, Missouri, public school system,
where he served as a language arts teacher
for 21 years. Throughout his time in the Cape
Girardeau Public Schools, he served in sev-
eral capacities for many extracurricular activi-
ties, including sponsor of the Red Dagger
Club and set director for theatric productions.
In order to play an active role in the lives of
even more students, Mr. Lukens pursued a
position in school administration.

In 1996, Mr. Lukens accepted a position as
Assistant Principal at R.O. Hawkins Junior
High School and has served the school in this
capacity for the past ten years. During his ten-
ure, Mr. Lukens has overseen several massive
construction projects to the school, a growing
student population, and the everyday chal-
lenges associated with the instruction of ado-
lescents. As the faces change every year in
the halls of R.O. Hawkins Junior High, Mr. Lu-
kens’ dedication to education and cultivating
the leaders of tomorrow remains a constant.
To the students of R.O. Hawkins Junior High,
Mr. Lukens is more than just a school admin-
istrator, he is a friend and mentor.

Although Mr. Lukens has led an exemplary
career in education, it would not have been
possible without the love and support of his
family. Mr. Lukens’ wonderful wife, Ellen, and
two loving children, Jennie and Laura, un-
doubtedly enhanced his ability to change the
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lives of area youth. As | commend Mr. Lukens,
| also recognize the efforts of his family to fur-
ther his career. | once again congratulate Mr.
Lukens on a successful career in education
and wish him well in all his future endeavors.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE VIETNAMESE
COMMUNITY OF CLEVELAND AND
THE 31ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FALL OF SAIGON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance and recognition of the 31st An-
niversary of the Fall of Saigon. This historical
date commemorates the end of the Vietnam
War, and represents the beginning of a new
life for tens of thousands of Vietnamese peo-
ple, as they began their hopeful journey to
America.

On April 30, 1975, the ancient city of Saigon
fell to the conquest of communist troops. This
action solidified the communist takeover of
South Vietnam. Thirty-one years later, | rise to
honor the memory and sacrifice of the hun-
dreds of thousands of American soldiers,
South Vietnamese soldiers and civilians who
made the ultimate sacrifice in the name of lib-
erty.

Despite the takeover and the Communist
rule that followed, the culture, spirit and hope
reflected by the Viethamese people remained
steadfast. After the fall of Saigon, thousands
of Vietnamese, determined to rebuild their
lives, began a treacherous exodus out of Viet-
nam. Their daring escape was on foot,
through thick jungles and over jagged moun-
tains. They escaped by boat, through snake-
infested rivers and across turbulent seas.
They became refugees in many nations, in-
cluding America, with nothing more than the
clothes on their backs and the hope for free-
dom in their hearts.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
to honor and remember the hundreds of thou-
sands of men and women who struggle for
peace and freedom, then and now. We also
honor agencies and churches such as The Vi-
etnamese Community of Greater Cleveland
and St. Helena Catholic Church, which offer a
haven of support, services and hope to immi-
grants from all over the world. The Viet-
namese culture, through the care and commit-
ment of its people, has flourished in Cleveland
and across America, yet remains forever con-
nected to its ancient cultural and historical tra-
ditions that spiral back throughout the cen-
turies, connecting the old world to the new,
spanning oceans and borders in the ageless
quest for peace—from Vietnam to America.

———

THE PORTER COWBOYS’ 5A
SOCCER TITLE

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 26, 2006

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the Porter Cowboys, winners of the
University Interscholastic League Class 5A
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